[Priority health targets in the new Germany from the view point of oral health].
The global pattern of caries prevalence has undergone some changes since the seventies. This has occurred with some remarkable geographic differences. Comparative statistical analysis shows an acceptable situation at the current moment for the population of the new "Bundesländer". The globally given goals of oral health for the various age groups can be reached or have already been accomplished in part. For the youth population the state of good oral health corresponds always to the caries protective availability of fluorides, for the adult population to the remarkable state of a tooth-preservative oriented curative care. For the senior citizen population the high loss of teeth is an indication of past neglect in dental care. Future development of oral health of the population depends largely on all-encompassing preventive and tooth-preservative concepts of dental care.